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article by Rob Isaachsen from the Melbourne Pastors Network and
Transforming Melbourne - reminding us of our diversity in the Body
of Christ - but also reminding us of our unity and the importance of
valuing all the parts of His Body. None of our traditions is perfect or
has all the fullness. Together, something of the fullness can be
revealed as we seek to live for the glory of God, and under the
Lordship of Christ Jesus, our Head.

There will probably be an issue of the 'Pastors eLink' towards the
end of January (I'll be in India for all of February). Continue to
send items, articles, comments, etc that you think may be of value
and interest to the wider Body of Christ in the Illawarra.

Our last Pastors Prayer Breakfast is on Friday 29th at Warrawong
'House of Hope' - see details below. Hope you can make it!

Blessings

Christ is All

David
Convenor & Editor

Jesus' One Body: Many Parts

JESUS' ONE BODY: MANY PARTS
The Glory of Jesus' Life found in many traditions.

"In the Gospels we see Jesus in His living provides us with a clear paradigm for our living." In
particular we see His living relates to all the major streams of devotion and traditions in the Church
that are often separated and seen as mutually exclusive. Tragically, elements of His life have
become the basis of so much division in the Church still today. As we follow Him, He leads us to
value and love each other as one.

The Contemplative Tradition: The prayer-filled life. Nothing is more striking in Jesus' life
than His intimacy with the Father in a life of prayer. He prayed alone, with others, taught his
followers to pray, and was furious that greed had taken over the House of Prayer. It was out of His
times of prayer that He lived out His life of love and power.

The Holiness Tradition: The Virtuous Life. We cannot understand the holiness and ingrained
virtue of Jesus' life apart from His 40 days of fasting and temptation, where He feasted on Bread
that really mattered. His total commitment to holiness came out of His submission to His Father,
and allowed Him to come to the Cross as the spotless Lamb who could take away man's sin.

The Charismatic Tradition: the Spirit Empowered Life. Jesus moved in the power of the
Spirit. The Spirit descended on Him, He was led by the Spirit into the wilderness. He spoke with
great power and wisdom, promising the Living Water of the Spirit to all who came to Him. He
healed, cast out evil spirits and raised the dead "in the power of the Spirit". And He empowered
His disciples with that same Spirit, calling them to do all that He had done.

The Social Justice Tradition: The Compassionate Life. Jesus defined His ministry as bringing
Good News to the poor, releasing captives, restoring sight to the blind, setting the captives free and
restoring their rights as in the Jubilee. He lived a life of forgiving, loving, giving, touching, blessing
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'Lead us in Prayer'

Bill is asked, "Would you lead us in prayer?" Bill stands, prays, others listen, Bill says
"amen" and he has lead us in prayer.

Recently I was wrapping up a four hour class on prayer here at Western Seminary. We
had prayed much and we had explored more ways to encourage people to enter into
meaningful corporate prayer. I realized I could summarize most all I wanted to say in
about 30 seconds. This is what I shared.

My hope is to help change the meaning of the question, "Would you lead us in
prayer?" What if the next time Bill is asked to open a meeting by leading in prayer, he
stood but did not start praying? What if his reply was something like this? "Yes, I
would be happy to lead us in prayer. I have been thinking about Psalm 145 recently
and I would like us to pray from verse eight, which says, 'The Lord is gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love." Could we speak God's word back to
Him in this manner? Could several of you pray a brief prayer beginning with the
words, 'Lord, because You are...' and then you insert one of these four truths about
God and then finish your prayer?" Over the next 3-4 minutes several people pray
prayers like "Lord, because You are compassionate, we ask you to open our eyes to
see people around us like You see them." And, "Lord, because You are rich in love, let
our conversation also be rich in love. We want to be good receivers and transmitters
of Your love to those around us." And, "Lord, because You are gracious, please let the
decisions we make also be gracious."

There certainly is a time for one person to pray while others listen. But there could be
far more times when the question, "Would you lead us in prayer?" could result in far
more meaningful prayer. Will you join me in seeking to change the meaning of this
question?

Source: Dennis Fuqua, International Renewal Ministries




Coming Up in the Illawarra

[You can get more details of this information on our web site - click on links to website where
indicated]

The next Pastor's Prayer Breakfast will be held on 28 November 2008 at the 'House of
Hope' Church & Food Barn (Corner Shellharbour Road and Northcliffe Drive, Warrawong).

Breakfast from 7 am to 7.30 am; Prayer from 7.30 am to 8.30 am.

[Note: Breakfasts are held on the last Friday of each month]
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CAROLS BY THE HARBOUR - Shellharbour Foreshore - Saturday 20th December 2008
5:00pm - 7:00pm Family Fun Festival
7:30pm - 9:00pm Carols for everyone
Fireworks to Finish

For more information, contact Ian Rienits

L # & N CI D B 1 *# 3 Brian Pember,
Shellharbour City Baptist Church Assist Team, writes:

"As a church serving the people of Shellharbour City there is no doubt that you deal with
people some of whom are lonely or in crisis. We would like to take this opportunity to let
you know about our free lunch on Christmas Day. Accompanying this letter is a 'white’ fiyer,
suitable for photocopying in both A4 & A5. [Go to link]

"If you have people that you come into contact with whom you think would benefit from
our lunch please feel free to pass on the details. For a hard copy of this flyer, contact us at
scbcassist.com.au and we will post some off to you. If you could advertise this in your
weekly news letter that would be great too.

"There is also the opportunity for people to volunteer on the day to help with transport,
setting up, serving and cleaning up afterwards. "

Yours,

Brian Pember
For the Assist Team
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Nowra City Church's new building complex will be opened on Friday 13th February 2009

with a celebration and dedication evening. It will also be the 21st birthday of the church (a
memher nf the Chrictian Qiitreach Centre Arictralia)




Illawarra Missions Days 2009 - 1 & 2 May 2009
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National Day of Thanksgiving - 30 May 2009

Jesus. All About Life (JAAL) - Sydney Campaign - August to September 2009
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For other events see the 'Regional Events' page on our website!
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Are You Interested? or Can You Help? Resources?

Sharing Needs and Ideas:

1
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Pastoral News in the Illawarra etc

¢ Rev Peter Hutchinson + ) * = )
West Wollongong AA T- G " # 5
¢ Pastor Matthew Woolley (

e Peter Currie is in India # * 2
188

e Coastlands Christian Centre Helensburgh *

)

Let us know of any news or changes!

Pastors Prayer Breakfasts
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Illawarra Pastors Network Information
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Pastors Network,

On The Illawarra Pastors Email List?
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