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Don't forget this month's Pastors Prayer Breakfast on

31st October - at the Woonona Presbyterian

Community Church (Gray Street) from 7 am to 8.30 am. Hope
you can make it!

Blessings!
Christ is All

David
Convenor & Editor

Resurrection and Cultural Engagement

Ediitor's note. The following article was in the Scripture Union ‘Encounter with God' notes recently
and I thought it worth passing on.

World View
Resurrection and Cultural Engagement
By Justin Thacker

In February 2007, to great fanfare the Discovery Channel announced that they were broadcasting a
documentary which, among other things, cast serious doubt on the resurrection of Jesus Christ. A
team of scholars had apparently, discovered a collection of ossuaries (bone boxes) which contained
the remains of Jesus' bones and those of his family. The findings were of course, baseless. The
ossuaries were discovered 20 years ago, were nothing new, and the statistician, who at the time of
the announcement was wheeled out in support, has subsequently distanced himself from the
documentary.

Nevertheless, these things make headlines for one very good reason. The resurrection of Jesus
Christ is an earth-shattering event. It announces a new way of being human a new kingdom on
earth. These points are important as there is a danger of thinking that the only thing that the
resurrection of Jesus Christ demonstrates is that there is " life after death,' that the only theological
conclusion to be drawn from the event is that eternal life is a reality. The problem with that mode
of thinking is that whilst the resurrection does indeed demonstrate the security of our eternal hopes
(see 1 Corinthians 15), that does not seem to have been the preoccupation of the gospel writers. In
none of the gospels is our eternal future the focus or the point of the resurrection narratives.
Rather, the emphasis seems to lie elsewhere. Tom Wright, the bishop of Durham puts it like this:

The message of the early Christians was not that the world was goingto be destroyed and
that one had better escape, nor that there was after all an afterlife, and that they had a
way of accessing a happy version of it, but that the whole world belonged to the one true
God, and that he was claiming the allegiance of his long-rebellious subjects within it. [1]

The message of the resurrection is primarily that Jesus Christ is Lord of all, and therefore, we who
claim to follow him must demonstrate his Lordship in all we do.

It is here that the issue of cultural engagement becomes so relevant. If Jesus Christ is Lord of all,
then there is literally no area of life - public or private - where he does not reign. Our job, then, is
not only to proclaim his Lordship as an abstract universal principle, but also to articulate his
Lordship in every sphere of human activity. The resurrection demonstrates that it is our
responsibility as Christians to become involved in all areas of public life so that we can say what the
Lordship of Christ means in relation to politics, media, education, healthcare> sport and so on. Too
often evangelical Christians have restricted the Lordship of Christ to certain hot topics, for example
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e Gospel Concert Saturday 25th October 2008 - 2.30pm
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¢ "Sharing Jesus with International Students" Training
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Are You Interested? or Can You Help? Resources?

International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church - 9 November 2008

The International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church (IDOP) is a global day of
intercession for persecuted Christians worldwide. Its primary focus is the work of
intercessory prayer and citizen action on behalf of persecuted communities of the Christian
faith. We also encourage prayer for the souls of the oppressors, the nations that promote
persecution, and those who ignore it.

See IDOP website for more details

"Combined Churches International Student Carols" - 21 November 2008
Friday 21st November 6pm-9pm

Hosted by AFES Focus

Wollongong Duckpond Lawn, University of Wollongong

Details: Contact Tim Nicholls

What Combined Christmas Events are being held in your area?
Send the details to the Network Convenor so they can be added to our website.

2009 MISSION CALENDAR EVENTS

Place Illawarra Mission Day in your church Calendar now!

IMD 1st & 2nd May, 2009 promoting a passion for the Gospel and God's global
mission to the churches in the Illawarra.

See website for more details

National Day of Thanksgiving - 30 May 2009

The National Day of Thanksgiving in 2009 will be celebrated on Saturday 30th May.
In 2009 those to be thanked and honoured will be: "Elected leaders within Federal, State
and Local Government, leaders within all spheres of community life, including but not
limited to business, commerce, health, education and community organisations, and all
public servants."

Check Australian Prayer Network web site for more details & updates.

To top

For other events see the 'Regional Events' page on our website!

[If you have any events of interest to the wider Body of Christ in the Illawarra,
please email them to the editor]

Sharing Needs and Ideas:

Don't forget to communicate your needs or your ideas in a wider context of the Christian

(http.//www.illawarrapastors.org.au/htmi/resources.htm/ ), as well as a page for positions
available (http://www.illawarrapastors.org.au/htmi/positions available.htm/ ).

Here are a few comments, resources, needs etc to think about or look at:

o Insight 2008 - a valuable time
Ross Stewart, Executive Pastor, Lighthouse Church, comments:

Community in the Illawarra. We have a page on the website for resources available in the region

"Yes - it went wellll! I was sitting there last Friday pinching myself that Tommy Barnett was
speaking on our stage! Still can't believe it. He spoke for 70 minutes in the 2nd session
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