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Media Release
National Marriage Day
Celebrating the Joy of Natural Love
‘Promoting a renewed culture of marriage in Australia’
Tonight at 8pm, Thursday 12th August 2010, Dr. Alan Carlson will address the National Marriage Day dinner at the York Conference Centre in the Sydney CBD. 
Dr. Alan Carlson is the General Secretary of the World Congress of the Family. 
In presenting on the importance of the natural family unit and natural marriage, he states: “Thousands of recent research projects in the fields of sociology, psychology, anthropology, and medicine all testify to one truth:  children predictably do best when they are born into a married-couple home and raised by their two natural parents.”  
Dr. Carlson states that, in spite of the evidence, “For the first time in human history, natural marriage has to justify itself in democratic countries before the court of public opinion.” He reports that in his native USA, a judge declared when ruling in a related matter “that history - with its the record of human triumphs and tragedies, follies and successes - … had nothing to teach the law (in regard to marriages)”. 

As a well researched historian, he also points out that: “The telling reality is that every modern totalitarian movement - every enemy of a free society - has moved early and aggressively to disrupt or destroy the institution of natural marriage.” And he provides compelling examples of the same. Marriage is attacked because it is so important and so valuable.
Yet, today we celebrate! The National Marriage Day celebrates that the rate of marriage in Australia is at a 20 year high; divorce rates being on a downward trend, dropping 14.6% between 2001 to 2008; and statistics and published reports continue to show the benefits of marriage.

Also speaking briefly will be:

· Mary-Louise Fowler, Vice President of the Australian Family Association and coordinator of National Marriage Day. www.marriageday.family.org.au 
· Judi Limbers, one of the leaders from RISE, a movement of young people dedicated to Restoring Integrity and Sexual Ethics www.riseaustralia.org.au 

· Warwick Marsh from the National Marriage Coalition. www.marriage.org.au 
Dr. Carlson will be available for comment/interview on the topic of marriage and family in Sydney, 13th Aug and Melbourne on 14th and 15th Aug, 2010. For more information on the media conference please phone:

Lex Stewart 

0424 077 746    
Media Liaison Officer for Dr. Allan Carlson’s visit.  www.marriageday.family.org.au
Gerard Calilhanna 
0417 487 844 


Mary-Louise Fowler
 0400 302 392
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